DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

April 19, I960 

MEMORANDUM FOR -?HE PRESIDENT 



Subject: Visit qf French President 
Charles de Gaulle 



As you know, President de Gaulle will arrive in 
Washington on Friday, April 22, after a four-day visit 
to Canada. On Tuesday, April 26, he will leave Washington 
for New York, after which he will visit San Francisco 
and Hew Orleans. He will depart from the United States 
on Friday, April 29, for the French West Indies. 

For use during your talks with President de Gaulle 
I am enclosing a briefing memorandum covering subjects 
which he may raise with you, and which you may wish to 
discuss. You will meet with him alone on Friday after- 
noon at ij.:00 p.m., see him again at Gettysburg on Sunday, 
and on Monday have a final meeting which Foreign Minister 
Gouve de Murville and I will attend with Ambassadors 
Houghton and Alphand and Under Secretary Dillon. President 
de Gaulle will pay a brief farewell call at the White 
House on Tuesday morning prior to leaving for New York. 

You will note that we have suggested in the brief- 
ing memorandum that it might be most productive if you 
were to concentrate with de Gaulle on certain issues 
relating to the forthcoming summit meeting. 

In addition to the briefing memorandum I am en- 
closing talking points for the subjects mentioned in the 
memorandum, draft public statements, and selected bio- 
graphic data on President de Gaulle and the principal 
members of his party. /& 
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PRESIDENTS TALKS WITH DB GAULLE 
BRIEFING MEMORANDUM 



De Gaulle* s position in Prance has declined somewhat from 
the high following his quelling of the Algerian insurrection in 
January* This is a result of his mishandling of the national 
Assembly, farmer discontent and, above all, failure to aehieve 
progress on an Algerian settlement „ nevertheless, his position 
remains commanding and his situation fundamentally impregnable 
(though the Debre Government is quite unpopular) 

Prom indications which we have, de Gaulle views his forth** 
coming talks with you generally as an opportunity for a broad 
survey of world problems, and specifically as one of the final 
chapters in "pre-sumraitry% following his own talks with 
Khrushchev which led to no modifications of French positions 
on sura-ait issues e French sources hai^e expressed doubts he wij.1 
raise many detailed issues with you-, 

You might wish to open your first private conversation on 
Friday afternoon by stating that you *rould be interested in 
hearing General deG&ulIe's reaction to the Khrushchev visit » 
Thereafter., ycu may wish to go into a general rundown on the 
world military and strategic scene.. As always, de Gaulle will 
b© interested in your view3 on this subject* You may wish to 
stress the continuing offeetiveness of the US nuclear deterrent 
and the continuing need for programs to meet a wide range of 
possible threats, e.g., through ITATO shield build-up » /& 




There are of course a host of more "pecific problems 
relatively numerous knotty issues separating us from the Pre: 
Since the most urgent item on the international agenda is the 
Summit Meeting, it is suggested you may wish to concentrate on 
"summitry" B The French believe that further procedural cor- 
respondence with Khrushchev on procedural natters should be 
conducted by them as the host Government* You have, of course , 
desisted from further correspondence with Khrushchev except on 
the point of youi 3 Lisbon visit* 

SUI^Ii^TACTICS 

More specifically, with regard to summit issues, I believe 
that tactical and procedural questions can be handled largely at 
the Foreign Ministers* level and we are meeting again on this 
subject in Istanbul on Hay 1, though you might wish to allude to 
your support for smalls informal sessions, a concept with which 
de Gaulle agrees, and briefly to review our general approach to 
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the summit <> The French apparently continue to feel that no 
fixed termination date should ba set in advance for the 
Summit c We have informed them of your April 16 letter to 
Khrushchev concerning your trip to Portugal* 

G3RK.AHY AUD BjgLIIj 

On Germany and Berlin, I do not believe suae differences 
as exist between the French and ourselves need preclude agree- 
ment on Submit handling of Beriin„ You nay wish principally 
to reiterate cur basic view that the VJ-esterri powers should 
seek to "de-fuse" the Berlin problem by seeking to stabilise 
the situation for a periods De Saulle believes that ws need 
to hold firm in Berlin and has recently tati^n quite a stiff 
line with Khrushchev « 

DISAHIUilSxTg 

Ao l££i2;2§ " 0n disarmament we expect that sxlatln* 
Franc o-Aciorlesri differences would not become apparent in the 
summit discussions of the subject,, The French iitress en 
nuclear disarmament,, their insistence on early steps towards 
controlling delivery systems,, and opposition to conventional 
disarmament are of course well-known, but we dc not anticipate 
that detailed discussions of broad disarmament plana will' 
occur It is now thought more likely that we would single 
out sovse specific disar-ir;ariient proposal at the surraiit; for 
sxswipls. one concerning the peaceful uses of outer- space-: Is 
a possibility, VJe do not exclude possible I 7 S o initiatives 
concerning missiles or nuclear weapons since wo feel that 
US-i-'rench differences even in these areas csn be effectively 
submerge da, It is therefore suggested that you indicate 
atjarensss of differences but state these seem unlikely to 
affect the sunsaitj, where we hope for agreement on limited 
Western proposals with further talks to follow at the Geneva 
Ten-Power issoting 

B * SS~i2S^nX " Ycu ma y wish to take this opportunity 
to elaborate" on bio? basic approach toward arms control, 
stressing the need for an initial program of lir-iited steps 
to stabilize the military environment and reduce the risk of 
war while we strive for more basic progress in disarmament,. 
You might particularly emphasise our concern at the possibility 
of war bv miscalculation and stress the Importance of agr sclent 
on inspection and jther safeguards which would be designed to 

reduce 



reduce this danger You wight also wish to indicate our 
concern at the possible danger of a spread of nuclear weapons 
capabilities beyond countries already active in this field. 



FAST r lvES? REIATIOI-JS 

The final summit topic is East-West relations generally 
and here there are differences with t he Frenc h It is suggested 
you indicate we believe the major purpose of your talks with 
de Gaulle are to ensur e _o ur not proceeding to the suianilt in 
dis array o In this context you could reiterate o pposition o o 
1 y n a_ J 2^^,^^r. fvp pf ! v,-.? g j)w{>y (In* "hiring the USSR) aid to unde r- 



developed countri es. You cou]d also mention that we do not 
de em oractieaT~control over arms deliveries to other are as e 
or the Arab states and Israel., with ths 



# 



_ courue we would not oppose an effort t o 

pers uade Khrushchev of the advantages o f ^fa^~? -r estraint, i n 
" arms ac liver i es to disturbed ar eas.* ITor would we object to a 
possible statement that the Suraait powers would conform their 
ar:r^s deliveries to any arris control agreements that "light be 
reached by countries in these areas B Finally,, we believe that 
tb.-*— Declaration of Princip les which the Fj ^n^i^J:^Ji^_been_piish° 
inn: in the Paris coiaaittee meet inns on t his s ubject is like- 
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etc. This, in turn, T <eads to toiparfcltism. av -? sugges^ee. 
that vcu oav tribute Jo the French renascence oi. che world 
scene! and indicate that the whole bask-round of summit ar~ 
raiwre^erts proves that France is obviously playing a role in 
this context on a par with the v/S and TJK, Furthermore, you 
could indicate we supported this role. On triparti-cism you 
cou"»d mention again our aversion to in stitutionaliajjag^flur 
consult at ions^__and--££ate ****** »*e_n ^ -r ^nd t o formalize 
relations which are wor king wall in ppaesice « 




You should reaffirra to President de Gaulle the long- 
standing United Ststes support for the objectives of the ^ Euro; 
Common Harkot as well as the other ir.ro European CcnHnun1fc5.es 
(Eur&tom and the Coal and Steel Community)* You may wis.a v,o 
comment favorably on the strong support which Franca has 3:1. vs. i 
to the Goasnon Market, If the question of recent difficult ie a 
between the T?a and other Outer Seven countries and the Conors 
Market arises a you should stats that wa hope ror iraprovea re- 
lations between these prempa, but 021 a basis which clearly 
preserves the integrity of the Cordon I-larket and ayoias inyor 
to the broader interests of world trade „ In our view & lib era 
low~tar:1ff oolicie ^_bX-the V.^^mom Markgt_gr o easont l&j^co 
s at i s f ae t ory resolution of U&stv 8 * problems » 

imTO^PROBlJg^ 

Tripartitisro. will in turn probably lead to a discussion 
of the IIATO alliance and its functioning, as well as Franco « 
American nuclear cooperation, On the specific pr-cbleir.s which 
have arisen with France in T1AT0, it is recommended that^ you 
avoid an- lengthy discussion* ?cr exaraple» the French havs 
never resoended to SACEOR's suggestion that they make a pro- 
posal to bi;a to solve the lleditor-ranean fleet controversy and 
it seeras unlikely they will soon. Therefore, I feel a discussion 
of this subject would prove sterile Vie likewise have nearer had 
a response to- General Horstad's proposed solution of the air 
defense issue, alonrr the lines of a separate air defense sub- 
command for France ; I doubt whether de Gaulle is willing to 
move on this issue now or we would have heard previously fr-osi 
the French. He is reportedly considering some specific pro- 
posals and it would be worth asking hira briefly wherejbhe 
matter at and a c With regard to atomic stockpiling in trance, 
this also appears a dead issue for the moment, and a discus sior. 
thereof would hardly be profitable 9 

IIORSTAj) 




HORSTAD PLAN 

We feel it desirable to have agreement among the Western 
allies as soon as possible regarding tabling at the sum-nit a 
proposal along the lines of the Ilorstad Plan Although the 
initial French Foreign Office reaction was negative on this 
subject, it seems impor tant to us that vou raise it w*th de 
Gaulle , A full statement of xioratad's views have been^reT 
cencj.y presented in full to DebrS and m&v already be known 
to de Gaulle. You could stress that >;e are fullv in accord 
with de Gaulle's views on the need for maintaining T^npean 
security and not entering into narrow sonal disarmament pro- 
posals. However, the ITorata d_El& n j s not a disarmament . 
pleasure and is deaiga 'elSL-a olely in its .own right ive be- 
neve snac -cnrougn tneinitiation of thelHSpectlon and 
control features of such a plan ws could augment our G > m 
security and increase our protection against surprise attack, 

_ De Gaulle of course renains intensely concerned with 
nuclear na Iters s and has recently discussed these with V". 
ACOons^iJi Paris. It is doubtful de Gaulle will ask tou to 
liosj?ai.ise tne Atomic Energy Act or to interpret the" Act 
so una* K-rance s lit- the XHZ S qualifies as a nation which 
has r-Ge ^substantial progress 5 ' in the atomic field. If 
ne cio-i I go not believe tre can hold out any hope of favor- 
ably action. It might be helpful, however, if v u cou"d 
poiar, -co the benefits of the ITATO stockpile concent end 
St--- ' J ' C - :ne pcesiole long-term advantages of a multilateral 
, A r'y,^ c f?" r « e ^P° n s capability as against the costly and 
aeou A «Ging effect, of developing a purely national program. 
aiuao^n« recognise that there nould be many uroblews 5n- 
volvea pion vo-ld require intensive study if an" serious" 
ppopc-Dai on this line should be mad© to us by the Europesna. 
iOU Cu -r a aj - so nation that we are not entirely stymied in 
oui- nusiear rexat-icns with trance v pointing to the" success 
ox cur cooperation in the peaceful uses field and the. n<v>o» 
ciayionsunaei- >;ay for a third-party nuclear stockpile "" 
agre&raex,x: covering French forces In Germany as well as aa 
atocae ocoperacion agreemsnt to permit training of these ' 
t*ocpa 0> Inese uorelopraents demonstrate our willingness to 
coopsr^e ;-.n the nuclear field, 





MRBM'3 

If de Gaulle raises the question^ you could mention that 
we continue to support the NATO program for MREM's, Within 
the framework of such a program we are willing to furnish 
the Polaris missile for multilateral use as an implementation 
of your statement to 1TAT0 in December, 1957 « 

AlgERIA 

We have the impression that Algeria is at a dead point 
now though there are indications de Gaulle may have something 
new in mind* In any case it seems to me desirable you . should 
raise this issue with de Gaulle <, De Gaulle evidently feels 
that orrieiai wench declarations since he 3uhdued the January 
insurrection in Algiers have not fundamentally altered his 
September 16 proposal for self-determination^ but you might 
went tc point out that statements stressing partition as an 
eventual solution (i«e» 9 Dobre speech of April Ik) give an 
impression of at least a shift of emphasis., Couve waa reti- 
cent in discussing this subject with me last week s and I am 
somewhat worried about it c I think you could also point out 
frankly so de Gaulle the difficulties which we will be faced 
with in ths IUIU next fall if there is no intervening progress 
on a solution., We hope you would of course reaffirm our 
basic support for the September 16 offer of sslf-detsrnination 
and e:..pross the hope that specific progress can be made to- 
wards its achievement* You might a ls o wish to state that i t 
see.-?.s evident that_some sore OjLja^ggolations with__thpjLQ--whb 
• fa gi lt •.■<ou.la^^^^~a^jjiMo^7' If such negotiations are under- 
rfe-s^n we wcuXdhope- "theGeneral would feel free to let us 
know of any ways In which we might be helpful in promoting 
their successful conclusion... 



it is hoped that a detailed di scuss ion of r'oroccan- and 
Tunisian problems could be avoideQ~s3,nce there h ave been some 
difficulties over cuPSe" minuscule prooj.oms involving arms 
aid, technical assistance P otc to the?»e two former Pro- 
tectorates 3 " would hope you could state our strong view 
regarding the need to keep these two countries firmly oriente d 
t owards ^ t he_Jvest y and the" need, in furthering this objective, 

viith arras and other assistance as necessary o 



You could also note finally that although normal relations 
between these key nations and France are understandably 
difficult to maintain so long as the Algerian war continues, 
we hope that Prance will do what it can to prevent any 
further deterioration. In this connection, you mjght_al gh 
to me ntion the great sensitivit y of newly independent 
"countries to sovereignty q uestions such as the presence 
of foreign troop3» 

ggBlCH oom-mTiTY 

With regard to Africa south of the Sahara* you might 
espress genuine satisfaction at the good progress which 
the French have made in their negotiations with t*ro of the 
Community states - Mali and Madagascar - in granting in- 
dependence to these two areas * You could express the hope 
that an orderly situation will prevail with regard to the 
other territories involved, at the appropriate time* If 
de Gaulle raises the Guinea situation^ you ralght point to 
this as an unfortunate example of what occurs when the 
Wes r ; Is caught off guard, A word of reiteration o f__gnur 
support for the Comaunity concept would be'raoat useful a 




